
Mathematics
OCR GCSE Mathematics (9-1) – J560



The when, the what and 
the how
(Not necessarily in that order)



The when – Exam Dates

Friday 19th May 2023 - 1F/4H (Calculator permitted)

Wednesday 7th June 2023 - 2F/5H (Calculator not permitted)

Wednesday 14th June 2023 - 3F/6H(Calculator permitted)



The how - Assessment Overview

• Starts with lower demand questions - helps students to build confidence.
• Same approach for multi-part questions.

Demand through the papers 



The what - Content Weightings

• At the Foundation tier the largest sections are Number and Ratio, 
proportion and rates of change, accounting for 50% of the marks on each 
paper between them.

• At the Higher tier Algebra is the largest section



Assessment Objectives

Mathematics - Three assessment objectives

• A01 Use and apply standard techniques

• A02 Reason, interpret and communicate 
mathematically

• A03 Solve problems within mathematics and in other 
contexts



A01
Use and apply standard techniques



A01 Use and apply standard techniques



What does it look like - AO1
Foundation tier (calculator)



A02
Reason, interpret and communicate 
mathematically



A02 Reason, interpret and communicate 
mathematically



What does it look like - A02
Foundation tier (non-calculator)



A03
Solve problems within mathematics 
and in other contexts



A03 Solve problems within Mathematics and 
other contexts



What does it look like - A03
Foundation tier (calculator)



The Mark Scheme
A mystery no more…



M1, A1, B1, oe, soi????...Decoding the mark 
scheme

1 or 2 marks - answer only and correct full marks .

3 marks or more - partial marks possible if a correct suitable 
method used. 

Rough guide – if question is worth 4 marks, three will be 
related to the method being used, final answer worth 1 
mark.

Always show working when you can 
Generally…



M1, A1, B1, oe, soi????...Decoding the mark 
scheme

Marks via Follow Through (FT).
(FT) on mark scheme

• Marks can be awarded if correct method used following an 
incorrect previous answer.

• Figures or expressions that are being followed through are 
sometimes encompassed by single quotation marks after 
the word ‘their’ for clarity



M1, A1, B1, oe, soi????...Decoding the mark 
scheme

You will find some abbreviations being used.

Common in Mathematics:
• oe means or equivalent.
• soi means seen or implied
• dep means that the marks are dependent on the marks 

indicated. You must check that all the criteria specified for 
the mark to be awarded have been met.

• nfww means not from wrong working.

These, along with others, can also be found at the 
beginning of a mark scheme.



Literacy and Mathematics
Because we are more than just 
numbers…



Decoding the Question –



Decoding the Question



Decoding the Question



Decoding the Question



How can we help?
Positive mindset, positive talk, we are in this 
together.



How can we help? – The Power of Positivity

Reframe and Rephrase

I can’t do it - I can’t do it…..yet!

No mistake is silly - Avoid the avoidables

I’m not very good at Maths - I’m a mathematical improver



How can we help? – The 5 P’s

Complete a past 
paper

Mark it
Identify topics to 

review

Retry topics

Use GCSE Pod/Dr 
Frost Maths to learn 

topics



How can we help? – Tackling the papers

Underlining key parts in 
the question

Solve things in small 
steps

Would a visual 
representation of the 
problem help



How can we help? – Tackling the papers

Break the main diagram 
into a series of mini 
problems

Working – Clear and 
logical structure

Has the question been 
answered 



How can we help? – The Last Resort…

“I don’t know 
what to do….”

What do 
we know

What can 
we do



How can we help? – WDWK WCWD in action



How can we help? – WDWK WCWD in action



How can we help? – WDWK WCWD in action



How can we help? – WDWK WCWD in action



How can we help? – WDWK WCWD in action



How can we help? – WDWK WCWD in action



How can we help? – WDWK WCWD in action



How can we help? – WDWK WCWD in action



How can we help…..in between papers

• ‘Predicted’ paper (CorbettMaths)
• Positive mindset reinforcement



How can we help - Maths Matters at Diss

• Working on key areas from mock analysis
• Providing paper copies past papers
• Decoding
• Walk Talk Mark
• Dedicated Tuesday lunchtime support
• Past papers through Dr Frost (auto marked)



Useful Resources



Dr Frost Maths

• Digital curriculum model.
• Skills broken down into smaller sections.
• Topics recommended based on results.
• Additional resources - PowerPoints and 
worked example clips.

• Past Papers online.

DrFrostMaths. 



Maths Genie

Maths Genie

GCSE Revision section

• Topics by grade
• Video Tutorials
• Exam style questions and answers

GCSE Papers Section
• Edexcel/OCR/AQA

Resources section
• 45 min papers
• Mini tests
• Predicted Papers (During exams)



Corbettmaths

Videos & Worksheets

• Does exactly what it says on the tin

GCSE Revision

• Ultimate Revision – Complete coverage with 
accompanying video, question booklet and answers

• Revision Checklists

Practice Papers

• 12 additional papers and model solutions

Corbettmaths



And of course…

GCSE POD !


